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Important Reminders! 

 The next parent education night and general 
meeting will be on February 3rd. 

 The LVPPP Open House will be on 
Saturday, February 27th from 10am to 1pm. 

 Please do a little sweeping to keep the 
preschool grounds tidy 

 Nicola looking for old record players, old 
electronics & an outdoor table 

 

Advice from Nicola: Dealing with Difficult Behavior 

It’s that time of year when the children really begin to feel comfortable in their preschool environment. They are 

starting to get to know their peers better. All the effort from teachers to get to know the children and develop 

positive relationships has really paid off. 

As the children become more comfortable and a sense of trust is established, we may start to see some 

challenging behavior arise. I find myself saying “when Stacy is done with the bear, it will be your turn” over and 

over. As children start to notice their peers and move from parallel play to more cooperative play, they may 

often need some help and guidance. 

Children with the most challenging behaviors especially need a positive relationship with teachers and duty 

parents and yet their behaviors often prevent them from benefiting from these relationships. 

Some things to keep in mind when experiencing difficult behavior from children*: 
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 Challenging behavior usually has a message: “I am bored”, “I am sad”, “you hurt my feelings”, “I need 
some attention” 

 Children often use challenging behavior when they don’t have the social or communication skills they 
need to engage in more appropriate interactions 

 Behavior that persists over time is usually working for the child 

We need to focus on teaching children what to do in place of the challenging behavior 

“If a child doesn’t know how to read, we teach 

 If a child doesn’t know how to swim, we teach 

 If a child doesn’t know how to multiply, we teach 

 If a child doesn’t know how to drive, we teach 

 If a child doesn’t know how to behave, we……teach?…punish? 

Why can’t we finish the last sentence as automatically as we do the others?” 

 Tom Herner (NASDE President) Counterpoint 1998, p. 2 

(* from Pyramid Model handouts) 

Let There Be Music! 

 

This term we are excited to have our music teacher Ryan Sloan back with our 4's class every other Monday. 

These classes have been a hit in the past and Ryan is an amazing teacher who manages to connect brilliantly 

with the children through music. Ryan has lived on the North Shore for 15 years. He has two daughters who he 

says inspire him every day.  He studied Early Childhood Education at Capilano University in 2002 and worked 

in the field for a couple years before deciding to go back to Capilano University in 2007 this time to study 

music. He spent two years in the Jazz program, after which he started his own music program which he has 

been running for the last 5 years.  

Welcome Ryan! 
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Welcome Audrey! 

Audrey Yong is joining the Lynn Valley PPP as a program assistant.  Audrey has direct experience in 

supporting early childhood development, with emphasis in several areas of developmental delays: speech, 

cognitive and fine motor skills. 

Here’s more about Audrey … in her own words! 

I am originally from Mississauga, Ontario, studied at McMaster University, hold a B.Sc. in biochemistry, 

and worked in the medical device industry for a number of years. I am always impressed when Nicola 

brings out her lab supplies in class, like pipettes, dry ice, agar plates, or centrifuge tubes!  I speak some 

German, Cantonese, and French.  I am a reluctant gardener, but really enjoy photography, hiking, 

cycling (often with a trail-a-bike attached), swimming, ice skating, and I have my sights on learning to 

play hockey because I am bored of just going around and around the rink. 

I moved out west after getting married to a fellow adventurer.  After a couple of years enjoying life in the 

west end, Philip and I chose to move to North Van to raise our family.  We are really grateful for the 

importance today's society places on inclusion in our schools and community programs. It makes all the 

difference. 

I am indeed a past member of LVPPP.   So I'm not that new...there are many families at preschool who 

already know me, as their eldest children were here when we were members.  

My three youngest children came through this preschool, but my eldest started at GBPPP.  That's eight 

years of Duty Parenting and Parent Ed nights!  Now I have two attending Ross Road in the English 

program, and two at Argyle Secondary in French immersion. 

Welcome, Audrey! 
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Help Make a Teacher's Wish Come True 

 

Nicola is looking for the following items to enhance the classroom experience: 

 an old record player 

 electronics, keyboards, old clocks etc to take apart 

 light weight table to use out side 

 collage items 

Reminders 

Please grab a broom and sweep the walkways in the yard any time you have a few moments during duty or 

pickup time. 
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Open House! 

All current families are invited to the preschool for free play, and to meet potential new families for the next 

preschool year. 
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Pictures!

 

Winter biking!  Did we put on the snow tires? 

 

Running amok in the snow

 

Enjoying the quiet solace of a winter wonderland. 

 

It may be winter, but we’re still open for business! 
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